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��� � ����������	   is published monthly 
by First Universalist 

Parish of Derby Line, VT, a Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation.  
 
     The Editor welcomes any material of 
interest to First Parish.  Please send your 
contributions to her at: 
1uuderbyline@gmail.com  
 
Please send snail mail to: 
Connections 
First Universalist Parish 
P.O. Box 454 
Derby Line, VT  05830 
 
Lisa C. Erwin, Editor
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First Universalist Parish of Derby Line, Vermont, is a beacon of liberal religion in the 
Northeast Kingdom and its environs.  As a congregation we: 
 

·      Live and promote the Seven Principles 
    * The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
    * Justice, equity and compassion in human relations; 
    * Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our 

congregations; 
    * A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
    * The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our 

congregations and in society at large; 
    * The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
    * Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 
 
·      Increase and retain active members and friends 
·      Foster intellectual and spiritual growth 
·      Expand our outreach and service to the community 
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To sustain a safe home for our spiritual growth and to support each other as we put the 
Seven Principles into action.   
 
���������
We of First Universalist Parish of Derby Line covenant with each other 

·      To honor our times together with our spirited presence, 
·      To share our talents and resources as we are able, and 
·      To communicate with compassionate honesty and assume best intent in our 

interactions. 
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I'm sure we've all been saying, “I can't believe it's September already!” This was my first 
summer as a retiree, with naps on the back porch and mowing during the weekday instead 
of weekends. My garden has provided more than average. (How much zucchini can one 
pickle and freeze? ) 
 
The Board has been busy this summer, with our monthly meetings and an additional 
retreat where we planned the execution of our 5-Year Plan. You will be seeing more on 
this as the year progresses. 
 
The Worship Committee has met and planned a theme for this year. All our September 
services are lined up and ready for you.  We hope to use all of you that wish to 
participate, an opportunity to play a part in our Sunday Services; Lighting the Chalice, or 
Joys and Concerns are examples. 
 
We are looking forward to a First Parish year of growth in numbers and  participation. 
Susan-Lynn, Tonie and myself are still engaged in the Planning for Growth workshops 
that will continue this year. 
 
I am excited as we begin this new year at First Parish. See you at the Coffeehouse on the 
3rd and on Sunday, September 4th for our picnic on the lawn. 
 
Sue 
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On this Sunday before Labor Day, Susan-Lynn briefly examines the idea of resting from 
our labors—or not.  Indeed, what is rest?  How much do we need?  How much can we 
tolerate?  Our annual Labor Day Potluck Picnic will begin immediately following this 
brief service.  
 
�������������������� ������� ����


��������� �����
��
�
��
���

����
������������������
��	���
#������	��������5�����	
�����
��	�5���!����" ��� ��
����� �"����� 5�
There are many kinds of bridges—those over water come to mind first.  But there are other 
bridges that connect our lives with those of others.  At times they seem quite solid yet 
dissipate in the blink of an eye.  At other times they aren’t even perceptible yet suddenly 
appear to lift us over rough waters and hollow places.  April Streeter, age 12, a voice 
student of Lynn Leimer, will perform as guest soloist.  Please bring some water from your 
summer travels, adventures, or respites to blend with that saved from previous years. 
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The Christian tradition has shaped my religious and moral outlook. It has provided crucial 
answers to my ultimate spiritual questions.  I will briefly share why this tradition feeds my 
soul, even as it comforts and challenges me.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther King 
Jr. have inspired to try to transcend my many limitations; hence, I have included them in 
the title of my message. 
 
Bio: Richard Forcier served the First Church in Barre, Universalist, 1796 from 1988 until 
2010.  He remains the Hospice Chaplain for Central Vermont Home Health and Hospice, 
having done so since 1990.  He teaches English to Nepali immigrants in Winooski four 
mornings a week.  He is studying for a Master’s Degree at St. Michael’s College to Teach 
English to Speakers of Other Languages.  This past spring and summer he has successfully 
planted a vegetable garden.  He loves to hike and read.   He lives in Montpelier with his 
wife, Karen along with their twelve-year-old Pomeranian of color, Nemo.      �
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Judy will speak about her experiences at GA, including music workshops, Green 
Sanctuary and much much more! 
�



 
 
 
 
 
The new Worship Committee has met and outlined plans for what promises to be an 
interesting and thought-provoking church year. The plan is to invite, each month, a 
speaker who practices a different religion (either a different denomination, or a different 
world religion). Our idea is to ask the speakers to share with us how their religion affects 
them personally, how it helps them live their lives, or how it enriches their life 
experiences. 
 
We are fortunate to have Susan-Lynn providing two services each month.  A fourth 
Sunday will be open to a variety of topics, and the months with five Sundays will offer a 
chance for circle discussions. 
 
Our church year will again begin on Labor Day weekend with a picnic, preceded by a 
shorter service provided by Susan-Lynn. Welcome back to a new year of inspiration, 
reflection and warm friendships! 
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There is another proposed change to the Bylaws of First Universalist Parish, which was 
missed during the 2011 Annual Meeting.  The Board of Trustees feels that the current form 
of Article VII #2 is not appropriate for a congregation with so few active members as we 
currently have.  Hence the following warning: 
 
                          The members of First Universalist Parish of Derby Line, Vermont are 
hereby notified and warned to meet on September 18, 2011 immediately following the 
worship service, at First Universalist Parish, 112 Main Street, Derby Line, Vermont, 
to transact the following business: 
 
                          To vote on whether to change a sentence within Article VII, number 2 
in the Bylaws of the First Universalist Parish, (which refers to the Nominating 
Committee) and which now reads: “This standing committee shall be responsible for 
recruiting and overseeing the leadership training of parish members whom it shall 
nominate... to serve on the Board of Trustees and standing committees.”  to read as 
follows: 
 
                          This standing committee shall be responsible for recruiting parish 
members whom it shall nominate…to serve on the Board of Trustees and standing 
committees.                  
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The Real State of our Real-Estate 
With only two months of good weather left in this calendar year, it is time to survey our 
buildings and determine what maintenance should be done.  Generally speaking, the 
buildings are in good shape.  There is a nasty leak above the passage between the 
sanctuary and the hall that has to be fixed, but that is the only semi-serious problem. 
 
The Town of Derby has recently adopted a Vacant Building Ordinance in an effort to 
maintain  the aesthetic character and real-estate value of neighborhoods, discourage 
criminal activities and wildlife on the premises.  Vacant buildings have to be inspected.  
Since Friendly House is vacant most of the time, it falls into that category, and was subject 
to an inspection by the Building Safety Officer on June 20th.  The inspection went well, the 
only comment being that some broken window panes in the back of the building have to 
be replaced. 
 
Another improvement to the outside is the need for gutters on two sections on the roof in 
Friendly House.  This will eliminate the splashing of rain on the walls, which resulted in 
rotting of the siding in past years. 
 
Inside the Church, there are some paint jobs that could be done.  The back wall of the 
balcony needs some plastering to fill in cracks, and a new coat of paint.  Also the ceiling 
above the balcony suffered from leaks in the past, and the peeling plaster has never been 
repaired.  The outside doors of the hall need to be washed, primed and painted.  So if 
anyone wants to hone his/her painting skills, here is your chance.  Please mention it to a 
Board member, and we can organize a painting party. 
 
The Church insulation continues to pay good dividends.  Last winter, we saved again 
about 400 gallons of heating oil.  We just pre-bought 1500 gallons for a price of $5,572. 
Finally, we could install some kitchen cabinets to provide for a more sightly and orderly 
storage of our dishes and flatware.  Plans had been drawn a few years ago for the design of 
the kitchen, and should be revisited and implemented. 
 
Funding for most of this work will be provided by the grants we received from the 
Vermont-Quebec Convention over the past two years. 
 
And let’s not forget Friendly House.  It is vacant, and our search for a renter has not been 
successful.  The Congregation has expressed a preference for a commercial rental.  Please 
let us know if you have any suggestions about the use of the building, keeping in mind that 
we must secure a long term rental to recover the costs of the many needed inside 
improvements. 
 
Paul 
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“Celtic Harp Night” in Derby Line!  Have you always wanted to try playing a harp?  
Come try one and see how enjoyable it can be.  Free for music lovers of all ages. 

Wednesday, August 31st, 2011 from 7-8 PM at 

First Universalist Parish Fellowship Hall, 112 Main St.,  Derby Line 

For more information contact Chris Nicotera at 802-895-4341 or email   
nicoteramusic@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
Thank you to you all who wished me 
well and offered to help; 
who called/visited my mom to check 
on her (which relieved me of 
concern about her when I couldn't be 
in touch with her); who drove me 
places, waited for me longer than 
you thought possible; who fetched 
things for me, emailed me, sent 
cards and helped me walk securely.  
So many helpers; I'm really 
appreciative of how helpful 
our congregation can be.  Thank 
you. 
 
Warmly, 
Judy (and her mom) 
 

Fundraising & Activities Committee News  
 
Thanks to all who worked on Derby Line 
Day. We made about $800 total with the 
Pancake Breakfast and the Tag Sale. 
 
The Woods Tea Co. is back to perform at 
our late summer coffeehouse on Saturday, 
September 3, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the parish 
hall.   
 
Please join us as Woods Tea Co. performs a 
diverse array of traditional and original 
music that includes Celtic, Sea shanties, 
French Canadian, and Appalachian.  
 
Dessert and beverage will be available at 
intermission.  Tickets are $10 at the door, 
and dessert & beverage are $2 per person. 
For more information, please call 873-3563 
or email 1uuderbyline@gmail.com. Please 
see promotional poster included with this 
newsletter. Please print and post a flyer or 
two if you can. Thanks! 
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The Green Sanctuary Task Force  
 

In harmony with the root of my Spirituality, I would like to form a Green Sanctuary Task force.  
Why use this format? Because it has already been thought out by those more knowledgeable than myself 
and it seems like a good plan and why reinvent the wheel? If the task force wants to change this process, 
that is just fine. Interested? 
 
Green Sanctuary is based on a framework of four focus areas: 

 Worship and celebration 
 Religious education 
 Environmental justice 
 Sustainable living 

 
The task force would follow 4 steps: 

       ·            Establish a Green Sanctuary Program Committee. 
The Green Sanctuary Program Committee is officially sanctioned as an on-going (standing) 
committee with a designated chair. Members represent all aspects of congregational life including 
religious education, worship and celebration, buildings and grounds, finance, social justice, and 
any other areas that are relevant in our congregation. 

       ·            Conduct an environmental assessment. 

Conducting an environmental assessment provides a snapshot of where our congregation stands 
with respect to our environmental behaviors. The assessment establishes the baseline or starting 
point for our congregation. The assessment has at least two parts—the professional energy audit 
and the congregational assessment. The assessment may include a third part which is personal 
assessments for individual congregant members. The congregational assessment will include an 
assessment of: 

·    Worship and Celebration  

·    Religious Education 

·    Environmental Justice  

·    Sustainable Living—grounds, parking, location, transportation, facilities, kitchen, 
food, recycling/reuseables, office and cleaning supplies, energy use, investment 
policies, congregation policies, congregation committees, etc.    

·    Create an Action Plan  

              Develop an action plan that addresses some of the things highlighted in our  environmental 
assessment. The action plan is a road map to help us think through our strategy and check the 
logistics of our program elements. If circumstances change, plans are no longer appropriate, or 
barriers for a particular project are insurmountable, the action plan may be adjusted or modified. 
The action plan includes a minimum of twelve projects within the four focus areas and includes a 
communications strategy for sharing information about and inviting participation in projects. 
   

·    Apply for Green Sanctuary Candidacy. 

Using the Green Sanctuary Candidacy Application  we submit our application to the UUA. 

Want to join me? Call 603-389-9222 or e-mail sbrassett72@comcast.net or talk to me at Social 
Hour. 

Sue Brassett 
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